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1. Claims 1-20 are pending. Claims 1, 9 and 16 are independent. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-5 and 7-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kawamura et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,252,683). 

Regarding claim 1 , Kawamura et al. discloses a paper retention assembly for a 
portable printer comprising a housing (14), a supply paper compartment (paper feed 
tray 24) within the housing (14), and a printed paper compartment (ejected paper tray 9) 
within the housing (14) (Fig. 1, col. 3, lines 10-52). 

Regarding claim 2, the plate (9) of ejected paper tray (9) reads on the claimed 
divider separating the housing into the supply paper compartment and the printed paper 
compartment. 

Regarding claim 3, the housing (14) further comprises a transparent member 
(cover 23) adjacent the printed paper compartment (ejected paper tray 9). 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, the housing (14) further comprises an openable panel 
(cover 23) in a first mode enclosing the printed paper compartment (ejected paper tray 


Application/Control Number: 09/944,339 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2622 

9) and in a second mode exposing the printed paper compartment (ejected paper tray 
9) (Figs. 1 and 2). The panel (23) is a transparent (translucent) portion (col. 3, lines 46- 
65) 

Regarding claim 7, the supply paper compartment (paper tray 24) and the printed 
paper compartment (ejected paper tray 9) are adjacent and parallel to each other (Fig. 

1). 

Regarding claim 8, according to Fig. 1 , the supply paper exit port is formed 
downstream of the supply paper compartment (24), and the printed paper entry port is 
formed upstream of the printed paper compartment (9), the supply paper exit port being 
located adjacent to and considered parallel with the printed paper entry port (see 
arrows, too, in Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 9, the printer of Kawamura et al. (Fig. 1 ) also comprises a 
printing assembly including print head (1), in addition to the features discussed for claim 
1 and claimed in claim 9. 

For claim 10, see discussions for claims 2 and 7. 

Regarding claim 1 1, the divider (9) has an openable portion (22) to enable 
access to the supply paper compartment (24). 

Regarding claim 12, the transparent (translucent) member (23) reveals an interior 
of the printed paper compartment (ejected paper tray 9). 

Regarding claim 13, see discussions claims 4 and 9. 
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4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 6 and 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kawamura et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,252,683) in view of Applicant's admitted prior 
art. 

Regarding claim 6, the housing discussed for claim 1 above comprises a first 
panel member (bottom panel of housing 14), a second panel member (top panel 23) 
spaced apart from the first panel member (bottom panel) by a wall (the left wall viewed 
in Fig. 1 ), and a divider (9) separating an interior volume of the housing into two parts, 
the upper part being the printed paper compartment (ejected paper tray), and the lower 
part containing the supply paper compartment. 

Kawamura et al. differs from the claimed invention in that the space between the 
lower or first panel member and the divider is occupied not only by the supply paper 
compartment but also by a control section (28). 

Applicant's admitted prior art shown in Fig. 1 and explained on page 1 of the 
specification does not include a control section. However, one of ordinary skill in the art 
would have realized that the control section must be placed somewhere, which may or 
may not be with the printing section and supply and printed papers. That means, 
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Applicant shows that a printing and paper assembly that does not have control section 
therewith. 

Since Kawamura et al. shows nothing else besides the control section (28) below 
the supply paper compartment, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to place the control section somewhere else and 
make the whole space of the lower part of the housing (14) between the divider (9) and 
the bottom panel member of the housing (14) of Kawamura et al. as the supply paper 
compartment in order to enlarge the supply compartment so as to enable loading of a 
larger number of sheets of supply paper at one time. 

Regarding claim 14, Kawamura et al. discussed for claim 9 above also discloses 
a printing assembly including print head (1) and a plurality of rollers (2, 4, and 5). 
Kawamura et al. does not disclose that the printing assembly has a print housing. The 
printing assembly and compartments (paper trays) are within the housing (14). 

Applicant's prior art assembly (prior art Fig. 1 ) has a print housing (14). A 
plurality of guide rollers (three rollers) are disposed within the print housing, and a print 
head (20) coupled to the print housing (14) adjacent at least one (the large roller) of the 
guide rollers. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to house the print assembly of Kawamura et al. in a print housing 
as taught by Applicant's admitted prior art to reduce the horizontal dimension of the 
printer. 
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Regarding claim 15, as discussed for claim 8 above, the paper entry port and the 
paper exit port are formed upstream and downstream, respectively, of the housing (14) 
of Kawamura et al. (Fig. 1 ). Kawamura et al. and the claimed invention differ from each 
other in the print housing as discussed for claim 14 above. However, as discussed for 
claim 14, the printing element and guide rollers are within the housing for the reasons of 
obviousness given for claim 14, and paper entry port and paper exit port are adjacent 
and parallel to each other (Fig. 1 of Applicant's prior art). 

Regarding claim 16, the portable printer is Kawamura et al. in view of Applicant's 
admitted prior art meet all the claimed limitations. Please note that the print housing 
(14) of Applicant's prior art discussed for claims 14 and 15, and the paper retention 
assembly of Kawamura et al. mentioned for claim 6 above (claim 1 +), including a paper 
housing (14), a divider (9), supply paper exit port from tray (24), printed paper entry port 
into tray (9). Based on the reasons of obviousness for combining the two housings (14 
of Kawamura et al. and 14 of Applicant's prior art Fig. 1 ), a portable printer as claimed in 
claim 16 is provided. 

Regarding claims 17 and 18, the second panel (top panel of housing) of 
Kawamura et al. includes a transparent (translucent portion 23), which is operable in a 
first mode enclosing the printed paper compartment (tray 9 of Kawamura et al.) and a 
second mode exposing the printed paper compartment (tray 9). 

Regarding claim 19, the supply paper compartment (24) and the printed paper 
compartment (tray 9) are disposed adjacent to and parallel with each other (Fig. 1 of 
Kawamura et al.). 
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Regarding claim 20, the divider (9 of Kawamura et al.) has a portion (22) that is 
openable to enable access to the supply paper compartment (tray 24). 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Hoshino (U.S. Patent No. 4,969,048) discloses an image recorder having specific 
sheet tray with hopper and discharge portions. 

Fujiwara (U.S. Patent No. 5,897,110) discloses an image reading apparatus 
having a drawable hopper table with a hopper and an image read head. 

Maeda et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,944,306) discloses a package of thermal 
recording sheets and a magazine, having an openable cover portion (84 in Fig. 3). 

Chiu (U.S. Patent No. 6,474,884) discloses a printer and printer paper tray for 
both printing paper and printed paper. 

Chiu (U.S. Patent No. 6,106,178) discloses a printer and a single printer paper 
tray for both supply paper and printed paper. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheukfan Lee whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4867. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (703) 305-4712. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


Cheukfan Lee 
Feb. 5, 2005 



